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School Establishes Hall of Excellence 

in this issue >>> 

Inaugural Inductees Honored 
St. Paul Catholic School has started a Hall of Excellence to recognize alumni 

(Bennett or St. Paul) and supporters who have made significant contributions to 

the school and/or to their community. As a school that strives to instill in its  

students the concepts of achievement and excellence, the Hall of Excellence 

inductees serve as exceptional role models. Their personal accomplishments, 

either to their individual fields of endeavor or to the broader community,      

exemplify what our students may attain through initiative and  commitment.   

St. Paul Catholic School is pleased to honor those inductees to celebrate their 

success and to have them recognized and reunited with St. Paul Catholic School. 

It is our hope that such recognition will inspire current students in junior high 

and beyond. Nominations for the inaugural inductees were received and       

reviewed. The inductees were announced at the St. Paul Catholic School       

Auction on May 11, 2018. This year’s inductees are Jackie Crimmins Certain and 

Randy Miller. 

Jackie Crimmins Certain is a 1962        

graduate of Bennett High School. She 

served as principal of St. Paul Catholic 

School until 2010 when she retired. Mrs. 

Certain has been active in the community 

serving on boards and volunteering her 

time. As noted in her nomination,      

“Mrs. Certain is committed  to making a 

difference in her community, especially with youth. She models the values of  

St. Paul Catholic School as she sets a positive example of servant leadership and 

works to help others achieve their full potential.” Continued on page 5 
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School Mission 

St. Paul Parish is committed to handing on 

the faith to its children and toward that 

end, we shall provide our students with a    

Catholic education which is dedicated to 

preparing them academically and spiritually 

for life's challenges.  
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A Message from                    

Father                  

Weisenberger 

As I say goodbye to St. Paul, I want to take 

this opportunity to reflect a bit about our 

parish school. First, I firmly believe in the 

value of Catholic schools in general and   

St. Paul in particular. There is ample      

evidence that children who attend Catholic 

schools are far more likely to continue    

the practice of their faith. Operating a 

Catholic school, especially with the        

demographic challenges confronting   

Grant County, is challenging. There have 

been times over the past 20 years when      

I was not sure we could meet those      

challenges. I cannot express how glad I   

am that we have done so and I leave here 

confident that we will continue. 

As many of you know, I have spent a great 

deal of time teaching in our school. There 

are a number of reasons I have chosen to 

do that. One of those is I think I am good at 

it. Another is that I think it is important for 

the students in our school to have contact  

with a priest outside of Mass and other 

events which take place in Church. One    

of the great benefits for me in spending   

so much time with our students is that I  

get  to see their growth. I can easily think 

of numerous occasions where I have      

witnessed a child doing something that 

was virtually unimaginable at some earlier 

time. Being able to see this is invaluable 

partly because it allows me to see not only 

what operating a Catholic school costs in 

terms of time, talent, and treasure, but 

also what it produces. It is not uncommon 

for people, including some priests, to   

comment upon the effort that Catholic 

schools require and oftentimes to question 

whether they are worth it. My time spent 

with our students answers that question 

affirmatively for me. 

Finally, as you may know, “goodbye” is 

actually an abbreviation for “God be with 

you”. Thank you and goodbye. 

Mrs. Mauman Retires & Fr. Weisenberger Transfers 

The end of the school year and parish fiscal year brings changes to the school and 
parish. Mrs. Cindy Mauman, principal, is retiring and Father Richard Weisenberger is  
transferring to a different parish at the end of June. Mrs. Mauman started as a     
parent volunteer when her children began attending the school. She joined the staff 
in  1990 as the fourth and fifth grade teacher. She served as the Religious Education 
Director from 1991 until 1993. In 1992 she once again taught fifth grade and moved 
to second grade the following year. In 1994 she moved to kindergarten. Many     
students fondly recall their days in Mrs. Mauman's class with all of the hands-on 
learning activities. Mrs. Mauman became principal in 2012 and worked over the   
last six years to grow enrollment. She has been instrumental in the accreditation of 
St. aul Preschool with AdvancED and the achievement of Level 4 in Indiana’s Paths 
to QUALITY™ program. Her plans upon retirement include spending more time with  
family and traveling. 

Father Weisenberger came to St. Paul in 1998 and has helped to shape the parish 
into a stronghold in the Grant County community. Shortly after his arrival, he       
implemented the strategic planning process for the church and the school. Father 
Weisenberger has performed many weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and first 
communions, as well as dedicated the bell tower, worked  to grow the Hispanic   
involvement in the parish, and most recently, was instrumental in the construction 
of a narthex for the church. He is being transferred to St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Lebanon, Indiana. 

St. Paul Catholic Church and School is grateful for the time these two individuals 
have given and wishes them well in the future. In July, Miss Becky Spitznagel will 
begin serving as principal and Father Christopher Roberts will start his tenure as  
pastor.  

Preschool Awarded Highest Rating 

St. Paul Preschool has achieved a Level 4 rating in Paths 
to QUALITY™. Paths to QUALITY is Indiana’s quality rating 
and improvement system for child care programs. It is      
a consistent set of standards to help parents identify    
licensed family child care centers, licensed family child 
care homes, and  unlicensed registered ministries that 
have met state requirements for health and safety. 

Cindy Mauman, principal of St. Paul Preschool, explained 
what this will mean for the children, “This is one more 
step we are taking to constantly improve the quality of 
our preschool program. The program is also accredited 
through AdvancED. The funds provided by Paths to 
QUALITY™ made it possible for us to purchase a nationally recognized curriculum 
which helps us meet the individual needs of students in all areas such as language, 
physical, social/emotional and thinking skills.” 

Paths to QUALITY™ is a voluntary statewide system created to improve the quality     
of child care and early education for children. It gives all families a tool to find the 
best quality program for their needs, and supports and recognizes providers on a 
four-level rating system. The system has been studied and validated by the Child 
Development and Family Studies experts at Purdue University.  

St. Paul Preschool has been caring for young children for 23 years. We educate      
the whole child, body, mind and spirit. We emphasize Christian faith, knowledge, 
attitude and God’s love. St. Paul Preschool offers both 3/4 year-old and 4/5 year-old 
learning environments and is an extension of the mission and ministry of St. Paul 
Catholic Church. For more information visit www.stpaulcatholicmarion.org/
preschool or call the school at 765-662-2883.  

4/5 year-old class went on 
a letter safari hunt. 

http://www.stpaulcatholicmarion.org/preschool
http://www.stpaulcatholicmarion.org/preschool


A Message from             

Principal Cindy  

Mauman 
 

 

As I write my last column for this alumni 

newsletter, I thought it best to hear 

about St. Paul School in the words of  

students and parents. I love this school 

and cannot speak more highly of the 

strong staff and supportive parents    

who work and volunteer here every   

day. But it is the words of students and 

their parents that speak most clearly of 

the importance of what goes on inside 

these walls day in and day out. 

“I love  my school because I am 

learning, but not only science, 

math and language I am learning 

how to be compassionate, polite 

and motivated. I know when I 

leave this school, I will be sad and 

ready for the challenges 

ahead.” (6th grade  student) 

A kindergartner said, “I like my 

school because I go to church.” 

“I love my school because it is 

Catholic and I learn about 

God.” (1st grade student) 

“I like my school because the 

teachers are nice, the education is 

good and everybody is nice to me. 

We do fun stuff every day.”  (3rd 

grade student)  

And a parent said, “I love St. Paul        

because my children have been 

taught the importance of loving 

and serving  others as well as re-

ceiving an excellent education by 

teachers who genuinely care about 

each student.”   

I think these words illustrate clearly what 

St. Paul School is about. While I will miss 

being a part of this important mission 

day in and day out, I know the school will 

continue to thrive and grow because of 

the outstanding staff and the support of 

our parish family. 

Reunions Being Planned 

Members of the Classes of 1968 and 1979 are 
planning reunions. More details will be shared    
as they become available. To help or get more         
information, please contact the following: 

 Class of 1968 may contact Del Rae 
Devitt Bedwell or contact St. Paul 
Catholic School at 765-662-2883. 

 Class of 1979 may contact Leslie  
Bowman Yanez at 
leslie13@comcast.net or via                 
Facebook. 

St. Paul Holds Graduation 

Twelve sixth grade students have completed their time at St. Paul Catholic School. 
A graduation ceremony was held for them on Monday, May 14, 2018. We        
welcome the newest St. Paul alumni! 

Front Row (L to R): Christian Martin, Bruce Johnson, Ryan Sebastian, Carlos 

Hernandez, Evan Miller; Back Row (L to R): Stephanie Treto, Keiley             

Millspaugh, Anirah Esparza, Evelin Perez, Mrs. Cindy Mauman, Isabel Khalouf, 

Kiera Reynolds, Caroline Russell 

Knights to Host Golf  Scramble 

The Knights of Columbus Council 623 is hosting a golf scramble   

on Saturday, August 18, 2018 at Elks Country Club in Marion 

starting at 8:00 a.m. Funds raised at this event 

go to fund scholarships for 2019 graduating 

seniors. Individuals are $50 each and teams of 

four are $200. Hole sponsorships are available for $100 each.        

For more information, to register to play or to sponsor this 

event contact Andy Raih at 765-618-5612. 

mailto:leslie13@comcast.net


Update your status! 
 

Share news of your marriage, new  child, awards, graduations &       
location. Please provide information on those who have passed away. 
All information may be emailed to kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

ALUMNI THIS & THAT 
The year listed for alumni is the last year the class the individual was a member of attended St. Paul/Bennett. 

GRADUATIONS 

Blackford High School 

Lyndsee Waters, 2012, plans to attend Butler 

University. 

Eastbrook High School 

Jorden Habiby, 2012, plans to continue her education in 

mortuary studies. 

Grace Imel, 2012, is relocating to Colorado. 

John Velasquez, 2012, will study exercise science/athletic 

training at Manchester University where he will also play 

soccer. 

Addison Wine, 2012, will study pre-pharmacy at Purdue     

University - West Lafayette. 

Marion High School 

Aimee de las Alas, 2012, will attend Indiana University - 

Bloomington to study business marketing. 

Greer Decker, 2012,  will attend Ball State University to 

study art/photography. 

Ramon Esparza, 2012,  will attend Summit Salon Academy 

- Kokomo to become a barber. 

Daniela Lopez, 2012, will attend Indiana University-Purdue 

University Indianapolis where she will major in accounting. 

Jessica Mooney, 2012, will attend Purdue University with 

an undecided major. 

Kaylynn Scher, 2012, will attend Indiana University - 

Bloomington to major in biology and be a member of the 

IU Women’s Rowing Team. 

Oak Hill High School 

Max Lima, 2012, plans unknown. 

Ida Baker High School (Cape Coral, FL) 

Joey Meredith, 2012, will attend Florida State University 

in pre-medical studies. 

Ivy Tech Community College 

The following individuals received a Technical Certificate 

through the General Education Transfer program: 

Aimee de las Alas, 2012 

Greer Decker, 2012 

Jessica Mooney, 2012 

Kaylynn Scher, 2012 

IN MEMORY 

Paul Whybrew, former teacher and counselor, 

passed away March 19,  2018.  

Lorna Petty, 1976, passed away March 22, 2018. 

Judith Coons Miller, 1966, passed away April 7, 2018, 

HONORS & AWARDS 

Aimee de las Alas, 2012, was awarded a National Award 

for Scholastic Art and Writing. She also received a       

scholarship from the Knights of Columbus Council 623. 

Greer Decker, 2012, received a Kiwanis scholarship, St. 

Paul Parish Scholarship and both a Ball State Academic 

and Art Scholarship. 

Ramon Esparza, 2012, competed in judo at the Junior 

Olympics where he won gold. 

Daniela Lopez, 2012, was awarded the Fr. Frederick Perry 

Northcentral Indiana Hispanic Scholarship through the 

Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana. 

Joey Meredith, 2012, graduated summa cum laude from 

high school with his CNA and EKG certifications. He was 

awarded a Bright Futures Scholarship to cover tuition. 

Jessica Mooney, 2012, was awarded a St. Paul Parish 

Scholarship. 

Kaylynn Scher, 2012, received an Indiana 4-H Foundation 

Senior Scholarship, Indiana 4-H Healthy Living Scholarship, 

and a Knights of Columbus Council 623 Scholarship. She 

was also awarded a Grant County Lilly Endowment      

Community Scholarship for tuition at any Indiana college 

or university. 

John Velasquez, 2012, was awarded a Dean’s Scholarship 

from Manchester University. 

Addison Wine, 2012, was a recipient of the Betty Sharon 

Scholarship, a Purdue Moves Scholarship and a National 

Honor Society of America Scholarship which is awarded to 

only 500 of 11,000 applicants. She is the first Eastbrook 

student ever to receive this award. 



The Greatest Spectacle in Excellence Recap 

The 33rd St. Paul Auction was an evening to remember with over 200 supporters in 

attendance. New was online bidding, a donation appeal and a game of chance to  

win a television! Supporters who could not attend were able to participate through 

online bidding of silent auction items. As a result of the support of sponsors, the  

donation of auction items, the generosity of  supporters and the help of volunteers, 

the evening was a success! The very   popular question now is how much did the 

auction raise to help with school needs including student scholarships, increased 

school security and improved technology. This year the auction raised over $47,000! Thank you to everyone who helped to 

make the event a success and supported St. Paul Catholic School. You truly make a difference! 

 Keep us updated! 

Please update your contact        

information if you move and      

include a note telling us a little 

about what you are doing now. 

 

Cut out this slip and mail it to us at 

the address below. You are also 

welcome to update your             

information by contacting          

Kelly Scher by calling                     

765-662-2883 ext. 110                    

or emailing 

kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com. 

Please check: I am a(n)             Alumnus/a                    Parishioner                Friend of St. Paul 

___ Mr.  ___ Mrs.  ___ Ms.   ___ Dr.  ___ Fr.  ___ Sr. 

 
            
First Name  Maiden Name (if applicable)  Last Name 
 
            
Street Address     City  State  Zip Code 
 
            
Home Phone  Cell Phone   Email 
 
            
St. Paul/Bennett Graduation Year   Last Grade Attended at St. Paul/Bennett 
 
            
Occupation/Title    Employer 
 
Matching Employer Y N 
 
Spouse         Alumnus/a  Y  (Year _____)    N 
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     
 
Child                  Age                Child                   Age     

Hall of  Excellence Continued 

Randy Miller, a St. Paul Catholic Church parishioner and local business owner, 

has worked tirelessly to help the school. His children and grandchildren   

have attended the school. He has worked on the annual auction for many 

years where he has solicited donations, sold raffle tickets, built decorations, 

and served as the emcee for the event. He promotes the school throughout 

the community where he serves on boards and volunteers his time. His   

nomination shared, “Randy is a go-to man. If you need help, you can count 

on him. He has been an unsung hero for the school over the years. We are 

fortunate to have an exemplary role model of servant leadership for students 

to witness.” 

Congratulations to this year’s Hall of Excellence inductees. Information on 

the Hall of Excellence may be found at www.stpaulcatholicmarion.org/hall- 

of-excellence. Nominations are accepted on an on-going basis and inductees 

named annually. 
License 146359 

Congratulations to this year’s raffle winners! 

$10,000 Prize Winner: 

Phong & Trinh Nguyen 

$1,000 Prize Winner: 

Steve “Gunner” Roesly 

$500 Prize Winner: 

Steve “Gunner” Roesly 

$250 Prize Winner: 

Sharon Diehl 

Thank you to everyone participated! 
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Return Service Requested 

Upcoming Events 
July 15 Parish Picnic 

Aug. 6 Back to School Night; 6:00 p.m. 

Aug. 8 First Day of School 

Aug. 18 Knights of Columbus Golf Scramble 

Aug. 22 Ice Cream Social; 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Sept. 5 PTO Meeting; 5:30 p.m. 

 

St. Paul      

Preschool 

4/5 Year-Old 

All Day & Part Time 

3/4 Year-Old 

3 mornings per week 

Call 765-662-2883 for information. 


